DREAMS AND DESPAIR

THE EARLY YEARS OF THE
GREAT DEPRESSION IN GARY, INDIANA

To the thousands of people who migrated to the Gary area during the early 1900s, the black smoke
rising from the blast furnaces beckoned with promise. Immigranis arrived from Europe,

Biarks and whites left farms, touns, and cities in the United States. Mexicans were drawn north
Itmmdrmsqrwmruleﬂmmm thn.tdrmﬂm:aﬂn.ry. It was the opportunity to work.
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Focus

In answer to many requests, this
issue focuses on the so-called Great

Depression. The Great Depression is a
relatively recent event; many people still
living experienced the hardships of that
time, Senlor cltizens in your area can
provide you with their memories. Your
local newspapers and local records in the
courthouse, library, or historical organi-
zation can provide insights about this
time in your area.

We have selected Gary, Indiana for
emphasis since it was one of the hardest
hit areas in the United States during the
Depression.

We have dealt with Gary in the early
years primarily—irom 1929 through
1932. The changes after Franklin D.
Roosevelt became president in 1933 are
another story.

We have structured the issue to
show how many of the people in Gary
were allected by the Depresaion. You will
find, if you investigate further, that some
people’s lives remained relatively comfort-
able. Most people, however, experienced
problems, and many people experienced
extreme hardships.

Economic depressions are not new,
There have been depressions throughout

history. In a depression, the economy
declines; there Is less business activity,
lalling prices, and unemployment.

The Greal Depression, however, lives
up (o the name that has been given to it
by historians. It occurred worldwide
roughly from 1929 to 1940 or 1941.
Historians continue to study and inier-
pret the causes and the resulis. One
result, however, was an expanded role for
the United States government that con-
tinues today.

This issue does not try to explain the
Depression; it I8 much too complex. This
issue does present an interpretation of
Gary's experience, based on official
reports, newspapers, the memories of
citizens, and historical studies.

We provide some background on
Gary and some of iis peoples. We provide
a briel introduction to the effect of &
depression on the economy,

We then show how the early siages
of the Great Depression affected Gary and
its peoples. There are examples of great
hardship; there are also examples of how
people work together in an emergency.

On page 13, “The Rhythm of Time"
has two purposes. The timeline provides
some historical context using local, state,

and national evenis in these early

Caliart Hegiorn! Arciuees

years. The music provides another
part of the cultural picture. How
does music reflect our society
today? The crossword puzzle on
page 14 allows you to demonslrate
your knowledge of the Depression.
The Apple on page 15, as usual,
provides resources for students and
adults who are interested in more
information.

Housing construction along Harrison
Street nonth of Seventh Averiue n Gary,
December 19, 1508,
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How Did Gary Beg

"Indiana’s Last Frontier® was the
description historian Powell Moore gave
the northwestern corner ol Indiana.
Drained by the Grand Calumet and Little
Calumet Rivers, the area is also known as
the Calumel Region.

In the late nineteenth century, the
land where the city of Gary is loday was a
private club serving many of Chicago's
wealthiest men. Only an hour from
Chicago by raillroad, the club provided
facilities for hunting. trapping. and
fishing along the sparsely populated and
undeveloped shoreline and dunes of Lake
Michigan.

By 1915, some of the dunes and
marshes had been filled in, and the city
of Gary (only nine years old) was de-
scribed as “the greatest single calculated
achievement of the nation's steel indus-
try.”

The transformation of this area
began in 1905 when the United States
Steel Corporation quietly began purchas-
ing land to build new sieel mills. Require-
ments for the new site included sufficient
space for lulure expansion, location near
Lake Michigan, and adequate rail trans-
portation. The future site of Gary pro-
vided all of these.

In 1806, U. 5. Steel organized two
companies: the Indiana Steel Company
to build and operate the new mills and
the Gary Land Company to plat and build
a town to house company employees,
Elbert H. Gary was the chairman ol the
board of directors of U.5. Steel Co.

The town grew quickly as laborers
from all over the world came to build the
mills. The Gary Land Company was not
prepared to handle the housing needs for
all the new workers, Private real estate
developers built and promoted boarding
houses south of the U.5. Steel holdings.
That housing quickly became over-

n?

alumeﬁer.mn, 1839
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crowded, forming unhealthy ghettos for
the thousands of immigrants.

After the first steel mills opened in
1909, U.S. Steel continued to expand.
Soon, related industries (ke American
Bridge Co., American Sheet and Tin Plate
Co., Nattonal Tube Co., American Steel
and Wire Co., American Car and Foundry
Co., and American Locomotive Co.) drew
more immigrant workers to Gary. World
War | brought a great demand for steel.
The war all but stopped foreign immigra-
Homn,

Soon, southern black immigrants
and Mexican immigrants began to fill the
need for more workers, By 1930, 17
percent of Gary's population was black.
Gary's largest ethnic groups included
Poles, Slovaks, Serbians, Croatians,
Itallans, Greeks, Russians, and Hungar-
lans.

Sources: Lane, City of the Century; Moore,
m‘[hrvl:ulumet Reglon; Mohl and Betien, Steel

You be
the historian!

* What Is Gary like

today?

* What kinds of
Jjobs are there in
Gary today? Who
halds them?

* Anawer these

questions aboul

your own Lown or
area.

© Copyright Indiana Historial Bureau 1983
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Who Came to Gary?

The majority of people came
io Gary from Europe, Mexico, and
the southern United States. Most
left lives of poverty and hardship.
They often left their families, toa.
They wanted to get jobs in the
mills, A good job meant money.
Money meant security, and a
better way of life.

The harsh realities of life in
the "stee] city™ guickly set in.
Immigrants faced discrimination.
They were segregaled (o the south
side. Most spoke little or no
English, and ethnic groups
banded together to form their own
neighborhoods.

There were jobs, but they

European Immigrants

By 1920, there were 16,480
Eurcpean immigrants living in
Gary. The majority came from
southern and eastern Europe.
ltallans, Hungarians, Croatians,
Turks, Greeks, and Russians are
some of the 52 nationalities that
had migrated to the “steel city.”

There was an effort, on the
part ol the steel industry and the
city fathers, to Americanize the
European immigrants. The most
logical way to accomplish this
Americanization was through the
schools. Immigrant children were

not the only ones to attend school.

Al times, more adulis were at-
tending night school English
classes than there were regular
students during the day. Schools
became social and recreational
centers that introduced tmmigrant
families to American values,
slandards, and ways of life.

consisted of back-
breaking, danger-
ous work with
twelve-hour days,
seven-day weeks,
and meager wages,
In the early 1900s,

chances for ad-

vancement to management posi-
tions seemed a long way off for
European immigrants. For blacks
and Mexicans, advancement
seemed Impossible,

Housing was cheaply made
and severely overcrowded, but
rents were high. Most homes had
no running water, and families
shared pumps and outhouses. As

Pres-
sured Lo
adopt
American
urban life
and
culture,
imrmi-
grants
fiound ithe
adjust-
meEnt
dhfiealt.
One
organiza-
Hon, the

tional Institute, founded in 1919,
encouraged immigrants to retain
their ethnic diversity by keeping
their culiural traditions alive.
With each generation, how-
ever, European immigrants be-

populations grew, so did squalor,
disease, and crime, The poverly
that immigrants had tried to leave
behind, gripped them just as
tightly. Now, however, they were
in a strange place, and far from
homes and families.

Source: Mohl and Betten, Stee] City.

I8, Deprartens of Labor, Chiliom's Baea. Gang, 1EE

A nine-family tenement with outhouse at the end of the row,

came more "American.” The
discrimination that they had first
encountersd slowly began to
decrease.

Source: Mohl and Betten, Steel City.
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Black Immigrants

Blacks, like so many other
immigrants, believed that there
was a bright future in the North.
Mississippl, Georgla, Tennessee,
Arkansas, and Alabama experi-
enced the greatest exit of black
residents. In Gary. the promise of
a new life was spolled by contin-
ued segregation and discrimina-
tion, Blacks were forced to live on
the south side in an area called
the “Patch.” Poverty was stagger-
ing, and lving conditions were
wrelched.

From the mills where they
worked, to the stores where they
shopped, blacks experienced
racial discrimination, The school
board, headed by U.5. Steel
oflicials, kept black students
segregated. The south side
schools were overcrowded and
inferor to the white schools,

Blacks were given the worst,
most dangerous, and lowest

Mexican Immigrants

Mexicans migrated in large
numbers (o the United States for
many reasons during the early
1900s. The 1910 Mexican Revaolu-
tion drove many from their homes:
Mexicans would work long hours
for little pay; the growing industrial
cities of the north needed labor;
World War | military needs de-
creased the avallable workforce;
and in 1920, there was a resiriction
on European immigrants, decreas-
ing competition for jobs.

Thousands of young, single
males, with the promise of jobs and
money, sald goodbye to their
families and headed north, By
1830, 9,007 Mexican-born tmmi-

paying jobs at the mills.
According to information
gathered by Edward Ander-
son, & siudent at Indiana
University Northwest,
quoted in Steel Shavings,
mill work was brutal:
“Blacks in the area
steel mills were generally
the “last hired and firsg
fired’ and were to be found,
g0 Lo speak, at the bottom
ol the tolem pole. They
scemed to get only those
dirty jobs that nobody else
wanled. For example, when the
blast fumaces were shut down,
blacks were sent inside to throw
oul the damaged bricks of the
furnace before it had been allowed
to cool thoroughly. The workers
would stand on a board to keep
their feet from burming up, but
the temperature was often hot
enough to set the board aflame.

grants were living in Lake County;
3,486 of them lived tn Gary.

Mexicans were disliked by
many in the white commurnity,
Many considered them to be
troublemakers. They were subject
to regular police harassment and
experienced discrimination in
housing and other aspects of their
lives.

Despite these hardships,
Mexicans bullt thetr own commu-
nity on the south side during the
1920s. In 1924, the Roman Catho-
lic Church granted them their own
parish, Our Lady of Guadalupe. By
1928, there were 27 Mexican
businesses in Gary; restaurants,

UL, Departeent of Labar, Children's Barwa:. Gary, 18332

A passageway, three feet wides
Bitueen buo frame shacks,

A single waler faucet and jour
outhouses served hoelve families.

Workers stayed inside the blast
furnace as long as they could
stand it, and then a new crew
went in and the process was
repeated over and over.”

Source: Mohl and Betten, Steel City.

barber and taflor shops, pool halls,
and a grocery. Social clubs were
formed, and there were athletic,
educational, and patriotic activities.

Sowroe: Mohl and Betten, Steel City.

You be the historian!

# s Gary still a highly diversified
ethnic area? I so, are the ethnic
groups the same as In 18307

* Dies your community or area
have an ethnically diverse
population? Can you locate
specific reasons why or why not
in your local history?

@ Copyright Indiana Historial Bureau 1583
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What Is the Great Depression?

In August 1993, the federal government re-
corded approximately 128,370,000 people in the
national labor force. Workers were 66.2 percent of
the total population. Of those workers, B,661.000
were unemployed, a total of 6.7 percent.

Today, local, state, and federal governments
provide numerous assistance programs to help feed,
clothe, and re-educate unemployed workers in the
United States. As recently as the 1930s, however,
the United States was one of the few industrialized
nations which offered no assistance to help the
unemployed. The Great Depression changed all that!

The 1920s were fabulous good times—we've
been told! American workers built new homes, and
electrified old ones. They produced automobiles,
radios, and other items, cheaply enough to be afford-
able by almost anyone, Especially with the newly
popular installment [credit) plan, Americans could
buy! American workers and American farmers,
aided by newly developed technology, produced more
and more goods and lood items.

Soon, however, there were more goods and food
than there were buyers to purchase them. Busi-
nesses cut back production; farmers could not sell
their crops. Some farmers in the West suffered from
severe drought and had no crops to sell. More and
more people lost their jobs, Fewer and fewer people
could afford to buy manufactured goods or food.

The Great Depression, as il is now called, had
arrived. All over the world, the Great Depression
produced distress and misery. Industrial areas were
often the hardest hit. Local agencies and charities,
which prowided food, clothing, shelter, and medical
care to the needy, were pushed to the limits of their
resources, In drought-siricken regions, especially,
farmers and their families suffered also,

Federal government records show a clear pat-
tern of increasing unemployment in the U.5. In
1928, the unemployment rate was 3.2 percent; in
1930, 8.7 percent; in 1831, 15.9 percent; in 1932,
23.6 percent; and in 1933, the highesi-ever unem-
ployment at 24.9 percent.

Many people blamed big businesses for their
suffering. Many called for a return to the "old values”™

of community and sharing. Many people from all

walks of life believed that government should give
money directly to the unemployed.

Herbert Hoover was president of the United
Siates at the beginning of these hard times. As local
government agencies and charities across America
ran out of money and resources, President Hoover
pushed the federal government into a new role.
Hoover explained this new role in a speech he deliv-
ered in Indianapolis on June 16, 1931:

“Wa have reversed the traditional policy in depressions of
reducing expenditures upon construction work. We are maintain-
ing & sleady expansion of ultimately needed construction wark in
co-oparation with the sials, municipalities, and industries. Over
two billicns of dollars s being expended, and ioday a milion
man ars baing given direct and indirect employment through
thase enlarged activities. We have sustalned the peopla in
twanly-one stales who laced dire disaster from the drought. . . .
Wa are rigidly sxcluding immigration untid our own peopla are
amployed. . .. Wa &re maintaining and will mainain systematic
woluntary organization in the community n ald of armploymant
and care lor distress.”

President Hoover believed that when loss of jobs
destroyed confidence and when local resources were
gone, the federal government had a responsibility to
help workers' and businessmen's families. Hoover
and others felt strongly, however, that giving money
directly to the unemployed was not good policy
because it eventually robbed them of a desire to
work.

Hoover's limited federal programs could not
keep enough men working or enough banks from
closing. The election of 1932 pitied Hoover against
the relatively unknown governor of New York,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Roosevell promised a
“New Deal” for the disheartened American public and
was casily elected president.

Sowoces: Garraty, The Greal Depressdon: MoEluatne, The Greal
Depreasion: Madison, Indiana through Tradition and Change:
Robert H, Dieger, Amecrican Workers, American Unions, 18920~
1585 (Baltimore: Johns Hopldns University Press, [588); Deport-
mnit of Labor, Bureat of Labor Stafistics, Employment and
Earnings (Washington, DLC.: ULS. Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statstics, September, 1893); Department of Commenes,
Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States,
Colonial Times to 1970, Fart | (Washingten, D.C.; U5 Depart-
it of Cormumares, Bureau of the Censiis, 1875); Indianapolis
Mewn, June 16, 1831, p.12.
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Gary in the Depression

Gary was hit hard during the Great Depression.
In 1929, United States Steel employed 254,495
people. By 1832, only 164,348 were still employed:
90,147 people lost their jobs, in only one Industry!

Look carefully at the diagram below. Gary's
industries were interrelated and dependent upon
each other, Indusiry depended upon both national
and international consumers. The automobile indus-

try provides one example of what happens when Vol 3 (1977).

consumers no longer have money
to buy automobiles.

When people loat their jobs,
they lost their incomes. As banks
falled, many people also lost their
savings, How were they to pay the
rent and buy clothes and food?

What would happen to your
family if your parents lost their
Jobs? Today, we have local, staie,
and federal programs that assist

families during times of unemployment.

In those first dark years of the Depression, the
township trustee was responsible for providing help
to those who needed it. Churches and other private
organizations provided some relief to the poor. No
anc was prepared, however, for the massive relief
efforts required during the Great Depression.
Sources; Mohl and Betten, Steel City, and Steel Shavings,

“There were so many hungry, scared people walking the

streets of Gary then. They were everywhere. Little children
would be outside playing, and you could just tell they were
hungry. Crowds of men would be standing on the street
corner. They all had the same look about them, like they
didn't know what was going on, and there was nothing they

could do about it.”
Ross Bud Cruse, Gary resident, quoted in Sfes/ Shavings,
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of an Economic Depression
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How Did Gary Respond in the Early Years?

THE STORY OF

Lake County, Indiana
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Lake County in 1932

Walter J, Riley, chairman of
the Lake County Reliel Committes
gave the lollowing assessmeni of
conditions in Lake County in a
December 31, 1932 publication,
The Story of Unemployment Relief
Work in Lake County, Indiana:

Y- ". . . This populous and

intensely mechanized district,
with indusirial operations at low
ebb, has been affllicted with an
unemployment problem of un-
precedented severity.

“The depression here has
been further aggravated by the
failure, since 1930, of 31 banks in
the county, which have frozen the
savings of thousands of people.
This widespread closing of banks,

P e

[ e

All graphs and charts, pp. 810,

are from this book,

“The Salvation Army
also helped

families of infants

by giving mothers
tickets to obtain

at least a pint of milk
per child each week,
plus 2 pounds of
potatoes and

a head of lettuce.”
Frank King, Gary residant,
guoted in Seal Shawings.

due chiefly to long, continued

complete or partial unemployment
and greatly diminished payrolls,

has also impaired the nancial
standing of the various units of
Eovernment, county, (ownship,
school, city and town. The county
treasury alone has had approxi-
mately one million dollars

tied up in closed banks,”

Private Relief Agencies

Private relief and welfare
agencles such as the Red Cross,
Salvation Army, Community
Chest, churches, etc. provided
much needed relief to thousands
of families. Approximately one
third of the relief funds in Lake
County in 1932 ($2, 100,000]
came [rom private sources.

Private funds needed In 1932
increased by 40 percent over 1931
needs. Many agencies had to close
their doors because they simply
ran out of money,

1831

O

Private Assistance in Lake County, 1631 and 1932
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Business and Industry Do Their Parts

The business community played a
role in helping the unempiloyed. In 1930,
employees of a Gary retail store agreed to
donate one day's pay a month for four
maonths; the company matched donations
dollar for dollar, The money was used to
buy fuel and food for the unemployed. In
1931, Gary's city workers donated the
same. Teachers' associations and schools
donated money raised from sporting
evenis and musicals, Soup kitchens were
organized.

The larger industries made substan-
tial contributions. One project in particu-
lar was very successful in Lake County—
the indusirial and community gardens.
Industries provided land for over 5,000
gardens. There were 20,000 private
gardens, [i is estimated that 35,000 of
the unemployed grew vegetables for their
own use, The surplus was canned and
otherwise preserved for winter use.

Riley summarized the business and
industry efforts as follows:

“Industrial Goodlellowship clubs,
supported principally by industries and
in some cases partly by working
employele}s, have done a splendid job of
relief for families of employe|els requiring
assistance. Their help has saved taxpay-
ers thousands of dollars weekly. Space is
not available to lst the various rallroads,
ultilities, industries and business houses
and their employe|e}s that are engaged in
rendering assistance fo the unemployed.”

Laks County Poor Relief, 1931 and 1832
[ 1831 B 1832
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The chart above shows the poor retiel
expenditures by township for 1931 and
1932, Expenditures were greater than tax
revenues for poor relief,

“The area where Indiana University
MNorthwest was built was all weeds, and the
city paid youths to clear it so that

the land could be divided among families

to grow crops.”
Mothar of Frank King, Gary resident, quoted in Steal Shavings.
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\Gary’s Needy Families Will

Gary Foal Trivana, Nosender I3, 18T,

Cotton for Clothing

The American Red Cross enlisted
6,000 women and girls from churches,
schools, and soclal organizations to sew
clothing for the needy, Cotlon was fur-
nished by the federal government and
sewn into clothing on machines loaned by
garment manufacturers,

Flour for Food

In April 1932, 31,000 barrels of
federal government flour became avail-
able for distribution. Flour was given out
in bulk and was baked into bread by area
bakers for distribution. One man, quoted
in Steel Shavings, remembered: "There

Enjoy Thanksgiving Dinner

Relief Organizations Exert Efforts to Banish
Hunger for Tomorrow; Turkey Is Promised
Patients in Steel City Hospitals

The poor of Gary will dine tomar-|
|rln'lr, the Jlh ansilveraary of (he Al

was no such thing as stale bread in those
days. We even picked the mold off and ate
iL. . .. | remember that we were so hungry
one time that when my father brought
home a bag of flour, we ripped the bag
apen m:lntl:lljuathktthul.'

Other Work Relief

There were many self-help projects just
as successful as the garden project.
# Flue dust from the blast furnaces had
accumulated for years at the steel mill.
People were allowed to scavenge approxi-
mately 30,000 tons of coke. Coal was
also recovered from cinder dumps. Both
were used as fuel.
* Wood for fuel could be collected from
dismaniled freight cars. Also, a company
issued permits to family heads allowing
them to cul down Lrees located on its
property.
* There were huge deposits of peat in the
Ciary arca. This peat was gathered and

| used for fuel.

A Share-the-Work program was also
used that distrbuted the jobs availlable
among the workers. One job could be
divided between two men, who would

Thankagivime Tay,
et al . hﬂ,;__ perhaps, und the| 1% 05 they do fodiey) work two-and-a-half days a week, instead
chances are Lhal of LI M organizarions 1';5
nrn]I] dins .u;pnul.:.u:;_w —rwoli provided the hwngry with a of ane i days,
ul It remaing that every wslfars| “holiday meal” during the
organization in Lhs Biael City, sad
| I'l-'laﬂrl:'rturj'“ n-tr:i-ur :Ellnlrl.lﬂﬁ.ﬂ.jﬂ';:h Depression. The Saloation
#ver In e histery dealt svam ahal- Army reguined men o “saw
Howly In welfars work, I8 working I|:|| and chop one ratiroad e in
1bat wedd ernum  has
, :-u"m-um:; g S e M iy | order to partake of their
Mol since 1004, when Gary pufered .  Thanksgiving feast.

|II- ’I-Il'l. perlons  Imcurslon by !]1-‘
jwpeciers of husger and wam, has
there beam asuch a frengy of gre- |
| Thankagiving activily dedieated to]
| holidey welfaras af Lhe lowly

Gary Post Tribune, November
28. 1930 and Movember 25,
1831,

Government Cotton and Flour Distributions in Lake County, 1832
Adapied from Rilay, Slory of Linemgloyment . . .
LT e Lyt P sinrs Wbl s Wimiin
do i Ml I e A T s— aremans  Mosam par Fooos Doaoemuses Farmomy
Ceinrrrs wrnlaaminEm A LeTIER A EEn1 Lt T arem S Vew M vmvive Hacwes Fugus
Hamrremd LERL L LR ] i 1 2e pALL bRl
Eswm Chicagn 1, Nl LI &l 1 IR} L LEF
Whitng T HA) Zans 20 L LY 2] Ted
Gasy i JINLINES 1% o 18% (RLLL | 3,768 ATl
Crawn Paini Pl 2 KK 20 A0 §ik ]
TOTAL WU‘lIh‘l 47 440 ] 200 L} el 1%, %15
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“If times were really too hard, there was a
soup kitchen at 17th and Broadway which
handed out flour, dried beans and bread.”
Bill Hughaes, Gary residant, quoted In Stes/ Shavings.

The People of Gary

Walter J. Riley ended his
1932 publication with an expres-
sion of his sincere thanks to the
people of Gary and with cautious
hope for the future.

*The Industrial district is one
of the hardest hit in the middle
west, Yel despite depressed indus-
try, closed banks and other
vicissitudes our people have
maintained a fine spirit. We have
had countless opportunities to
observe the generous impulses
that move people (o help one
another, The situation has been
accepled with a wonderful pa-
tience for the depression has been
neither a respecter of the rich or

the poor. Individuals and those
organized, mobilized promptly and
ellectively to combat the depres-
slon. Like in all movements Lhere
have been shirkers, but generally
the spirit of seli-help has been
dominant. How ready people are
to help themselves is best shown
by thelr quick response Lo the
1832 relief garden project, which
engaged the efforts of thousands,
We have the battle in hand, but
our problem now is the continu-
ance of funds to carry on.”
Sources: Riley, Story of Unemploy-
ment; Steel Shavings: Moore, The
Calumet Reglon: Mohl and Belien,
Steel] Clty.

eoiild not keep up
with the growing number

of peopie seeking help.
When the money ran out,
they closed thetr doors.

Grary Post Tribune, July 2, 1932,
|

HAYOR'S POOR
RELIEF WORK
5 ABANDONED

Municipal Group Dis-
bands as Funds
Give Qut
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Chawry Posl Tribune, Jay 8, 1032

| homslend in the past month in thls

The Mexican Repatriation

MEXIGANS CONTINUE
EXODUS FROM GARY;
REPORT 3,000 GONE

4

Automobiles, Trains Take

Familles South

Two mors Manlcan Taeniliss  wars
staried toward Mexlca todsy In &m
automoblls through the efforts of the
Ilinsla Biesl comnpany's walfars or-
ganlgatione, astarding to Barney Mo
Carthy, welfares worker for the coms
pany. Aboul 30 Indigeni Mexlcans
have besm abded to relurm to thalr

mannsr, MeCarthy sald.

Tha famliles mre pul In old ears
whioh Rave baen pat Ists shaps withs
bul cnal By |Seca] parages, and sre
wlarted on (held way aflar belng pro-
wiiled wilh food, gusolins and soma
cmuh, MoCarthy sald. The company
prowlites sufflcient work for the mam
of the famlils planning to go, in &d-
vanze af tha depariure of asch
Eroup, Lo aseufe Lhein akviEg ancugh

fithpey tn maka Lha Flp

The Depression hurt the
already poor Mexican community
in Gary. Like blacks, they were
among the first to be fired when
mill production dropped. Whites,
now out of work too, were hired
for any new job openings. Soon,
most Mexicans became dependent
on reliefl from local government.

Many Mexicans, disillusioned
by the hard life and bad lving
conditions in Gary, decided to go
back o Mexico, In the late 19205,
the Mexican government had
invited immigrants to come home,
offering free transportation, land,
and jobs. By 1830, many had left
in old cars and trucks. Some even
walked home.

Reliel for the thousands of
Mexicans still in Gary, in the form
of food, clothing, and shelter,
became very expensive. Resent-
ment towards the Mexicans began
Lo grow. Native-born Americans
fell that reliel money should go Lo
U. 5. cltizens only, Many wanted
the Mexicans to go back home.

= e

In 1831 and early 1932,
many more Mexicans left volun-
tarily. By mid-1832, a real move-
ment had begun in Gary to re-
move all Mexicans, Reasons such
as lower taxes, lower reliefl cosis,
health risks, and outright bigotry,
were glven.

The plan for linancing the
Mexican removal came from Mary
Grace Wells, the Calumet Town-
ship trustee, in charge of public
assistance. Since her office was
nearly bankmupt, she asked local
businesses to donate funds to
cover the cost of removal. Busi-
nesscs were given scrip, which
was used to pay their taxes,

All Mexicans geiting poor
relief were seni back to Mexdco.
Mexicans who were not receiving
relief, and refused to leave, faced
harassment and discrimination.
Thousands who went back to
Mexico found there were no jobs
and no suitable land. Some
returned to Gary, but a large
percentage remained in Mexico,
Sowrce: Mohl and Betien, Steel City.

You be the historian!

183087 Since then?
area? In the state?

or needy exisl loday?
employment in your area?

# Were there Mexlean workers In your community or area in the 1920s and
* Are there people from Mexico—or with Mexican herilage— loday in your

= Whal private and governmenti relief—or ald—programs for the unemployed
= What is the unemployment rate in your area? What factors have influenced
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The Rhythm of Time

Popular music reveals the many moods
of a nation over time, It also can be a means
of escape from the harsh realities of the

The 1910 song, “In My Merry Oldsmobile” spoke
ol the innocence and optimism ol tme,

Come sway with ma Lucia,
im ey ey Oldsmeobila,

Dowm tha road of lie we'l fiy, Wi:d:'{r";::“'ﬂ-
Ai-te-fra-bubbling you mnd |, st
To the church we'l switly stesl, ity g
Than ouf wedding bels will paal York, 1610

“Ower There™ was a 1917 World War | song that
evoked feeling of patriotism and national pride.

Johrnis gal your gun, get your gun, gel your gun,
Johrinle show tha Hun you'me & son of & gun,

Hoisd the flag and lat her fty, Yankse Doodis do or dia,
Pack your litte ki, show your gnt, do yaur bit,
Yankees o fa mnks from the iowna and tha laenks,
Maka your mathier proud of you

And tha old Red, Whils and Bhia.

Dy Gen. M. Cohan, published by Lissboh-Herman Dkl
Iumis Pl Co., scpyright by Leo. Feiel, bne., Bow Yok 1017

The 1927 song “Blue Skies™ reveals the great
confidence that the nation had in the future.

Bius siges smiling ai ma, Words wnd e by
Mathing bul biue skias 0o | sea, Beriin. published
Biuabirds singing a sang. Loy i qrorte g
Hathing bist blusbirds all day long. Firw York, 1527

Although “Brother, Can You Spare A Dime?" is
one of the best-known songs written about the
Great Depression, its hopeless message was not
typical of the music of the time. Carefree. upbeat
songs such as “For Me And My Gal® allowed es-
cape, If only temporarily, from the misery of the
Depression,

Tha balls s ringing for ma snd my gal,

The birds are singirg ber me and my gal . . . .

Wordda by Edgur Leslic and B Ray Ooeta, bhaain by
Cien. W. Meper, published by Mills Musie, 1ne.,
popyrighl by Watersen, Berlin & Sopder Ca., 1907,
esgywight | . Mills Music, (o, New Forl

“Happy Days Are Here Again,” the 1932 cam-
paign song used by Franklin D. Roosevelt, showed a
new optimism for the future.

So long, sad dmasl
Go lang, bad mes
W mre fid of you st last.

wly, gary Ermes Words by ook Fillen, mis b b
Howly, I Mo Ager., pubdisfund o
Cloudy gry brmaa, it by Aclsncadt Wi

Yiou ame now a thing of the past.

............................. United States Steel founded.

Iﬂﬂﬁ ............................. City of Gary, Indiana founded.

i O R Maxican Revolution bagan.

R RE T - T—— TR

1919 e, Gary Intemiational Instiute
founded.

1927 o imissrniansrisnassas 290 milonaires in the .S,

Movember 7, 1828........ Herbert Hoover elected presi-
dant of the United States.

| R ——— Steel industry operating at
almost 100% capacity.

1929 .....oooreversmmrssnnsenees 511 milllionaires in the U, 5.

Oclober 24, 1:929 ......... “Black Thursday,” U.S. Stock
Markel crashes,

December 1, 1929....... U. 5. stock markel lost $26
billicn by this date.

June 16, 1831 _............. Harbart Hoover in Indianapolis.

PR . v i i Steel industry operating at
about 10-15% capacity.

May-July 1832.............. Bonus Expeditionary Force
(World War | velerans) armved
in Washington D.C. to petition
Congress for early payment of
bonuses.

May, 1932 ........cocciiaans Mary Grace Walls, Calumet
Township Trustee, initiated a
plan for Mexican repatriation.

1932 .. ... There were al leas! 10 compa-
nies with 4,570 gardens tolaling
581 mcres in the Garden Project
in Gary.

September 27, 1832 .... The final train load of Mexicans
deparied under the Calumet
repatriation plan.

Movember 4, 1832 ........ Herber Hoover appears in
Indiana, including Gary.

Movember 8, 1832 ... Paul V. McNutt alecied gover-
nor of Indiana.

Movember B, 1832........ Franklin Dalans Roocsevel is
slecied prasident of the United
Slales.

Sources: Schralf, Tha Greal Depressson and tha New Deal, Ecward
Robb Ellis, A Nallen In Tornant, the Greal Amancan Depression 1825-
1830 (Maw Yok Cowand-McCann, 1670); Moo, Tha Calumet Ragion,
p. 568 Douglas A Fishar, Sieal Sarves the Malon 1901-1851, Tha Fifty
?uahqmummmmw'mt U5 Siesl Corpomtion);
Sieal Shavinga, Val. 17, 1988, p.39; ndianapolis Staf, June T8, 1837,
Imdimnmpodis Star, November 4, 1532,
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Crossword Puzzle

1 ] ]

: 3

ACROSS DOWN
4 A perod of severe economic hardship 1 People from a country south of tha U. S.
beginning in 1929. who were repatriated during
8 People who are out of work are . the Depression.
7 Weakness caused by a lack of food. 2 A rellef agency that made and distributed
8 Many of these institutions closed during clothing during the Deprassion.
the Greal Depression. 3 Free loaves were given away in these.
8 Having no place to live. 5 A place where people could get a free
11 People from other countries and other meal.
paris of the U.5. who moved to Gary o 10 Industrial places where a special type of
look for work metal is produced.
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An Apple for Everyone
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Selected Resources

Bindent Reading

* Glassman, Bruce. The
Crash of '29 And The New
Deal. Morristown, New Jersey:
Silver Burdeit Co., 1988,

This easy-to-read book
includes good background
information for the Depreasion
and excellent photographs.
The index is lkmited.

« Katz, Willilam Loren. An
Album of the Great Depression,
New York: Franklin Watts,
1878,

Each topic is labeled giving
this book an easy-to-use
format for young readers.
There are numerous photo-
graphs to give the reader a
visual picture of the time.

* Schraff, Anne E. The Great
Depression and the New Deal:
America’s Economic Collapse
And Recovery. New York:
Franklin Wails, 1990,

This is an excellent history
for advanced and adult read-
ers. The author includes a
good bibliography, timeline,
footnotes, and index.

General Sources

* Garraty, John A. The Great
Depression. San Diego:
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1886.

This book provides an
inquiry into the Great Depres-
sion on a worldwide scale,
Viewpoints include both
contempories and present-day
historians.

* Lane, James B. “Cily of The
Century”: A History of Gary,

Indiana. Bloomington: Indi-
ana University Press, 1978,

This book is a general
introduction to Gary's history
with special emphasis on
individuals, both ordinary and
famous, who are a part of
Gary's slory,

* Lane, James B., and Ronald
D. Cohen. Gary, Indiana: A
Pictorial History. Norfolk, VA:
The Donning Company Pub-
lishers, 1983,

This work provides an
excellent visual resource aof
Gary from 1906 to 1981,

* McElvaine, Robert 5. The
Great Depression. New York:
Times Books, 1984,

This book concentrates on
the Great Depression in the
United States. It provides
some social and cultural
history of the time. and also,
provides some comparisons to
the 1980s.

+ Mohl, Raymond A., and Neil
Betien. Steel Cify: Urban and
Ethnic Patterns in Gary, Indi-
anga, 1906-1950. New York:
Holmes & Meiler, 1986,

This is an excellent resource
on the ethnic populations of
Gary.

* Moore, Powell A, The
Calumet Region. Indianapolis:
Indiana Historical Bureau,
1858,

This book provides a history
of the Calumet Region from its
beginning to the close of 1933,
including economic, social,

and cultural as well as paliti-
cal affairs,

* Riley, Walter J. The Story of
Unemployment Relief Work in
Lake County, Indiana, 1932,

A concise, easy-to-read
report on the massive 1932
relief effort in Lake County.

* Sefioras of Yesteryear,
Mexican American Harbor
Lights. [Indiana Harbor]:
Sefioras ol Yesleryear, 1992,

This book provides interest-
ing information on Mexicans
in the Calumet Region.

* Steel Shavings, Vol. 3, 1977,

This issue is titled Families
aof the Calumet Region During
the Depression of the 1930s.
This useful periodical is
published by Indiana Univer-
sity Northwest, Gary.

Of Bpecial Interest
The Indiana Humanities

Council has materials on the

Great Depression in their

Resource Center. Several are

listed below, Call 317-638-

1500,

* Making a Better Indiana: WPA,
Labor and Lelsure. 26 minute
slide Lape,

# America Lost and Found 58
minute video,

= Arfists af Work: A Film on Newn
Deal Art Profects. 35 minute
VHS tape.

- ‘E[ﬁdmi:rfﬂtetllqh'n.'
Exhibit with 10 minute video,

* “Back Home Again: FSA
Pholographers in Indiana,
1835-1843." Exhibit.

& Copyright Indlana Historial Bureau 1883
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